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HW 2 – Diagnosis and Remediation of Moises (15pts).  
Due Monday, 2.26.18 (new date!) 
 

Task Scenario: 

You are the Curriculum Supervisor at Ms. Peterson’s school (remember, Ms. Peterson is 
Moises’ math teacher). As the curriculum supervisor for the school, your job is to observe 
teachers and provide them with your observation and reflection on their teaching and 
interaction with students. It is also your job to help the teachers understand key aspects of 
practicing “content-based instruction” – that is, making their content area accessible to 
English language learners while also helping these learners to develop the English 
language proficiency they need to carry out the content tasks assigned in class (on the 
level of listening, reading, writing and speaking). 
 
Ms. Peterson has come to you for help. She is concerned that she is not meeting the 
instructional (not to mention the emotional / social) needs of Moises as a newcomer. Ms. 
Peterson has asked you as the curriculum supervisor to come and observe her classroom 
teaching and interaction with Moises. The video you watched, “Immersion” (2009), is 
what you observed on the day you came to visit Ms. Peterson’s class. 
 
Task: 
As a follow up to your observation of Ms. Peterson, you will write a 3-5 page letter (1.5 
spacing, 1.25 in margins) to Ms. Peterson. The letter should address the following 
categories of information: 
 

1. OVERVIEW OF THE CONTEXT:  What is going on in the teaching/learning 
environment that explains why this observation is necessary, what elements of 
teaching and learning need to be addressed, and why they need to be addressed 
the ways you as the curriculum supervisor will suggest? This context includes 
information about the school/educational environment, the teacher, and the 
student.  Note: You should be able to glean much of this information from the 
video -- but "OJO" (that's a Spanish expression meaning, "careful"/"watch out") 
– do not assume more information than is explicitly provided in the video.  
 

2. OBSERVATIONS ON MOISES CONTENT KNOWLEDGE & LANGUAGE 
SKILLS: Here you will specify what you see as the key challenge that Moises is 
experiencing as a newcomer to English and the U.S. schooling system. How 
would you describe Moises' knowledge of mathematics? What about his 
academic English language proficiency in each of the 4 skill areas – listening, 
reading, writing and speaking? How might you describe these skills in terms of 
the English language proficiency standards? Does Moises display particular 
challenges in terms of English phonology (accent or reading difficulties) or 



morphology (the reading and comprehension of past tense like the newcomers in 
Ms. Segura’s classroom), or are his problems much more broadly based in terms 
of limited vocabulary and syntactic (sentence structure) related to mathematical 
ideas in English? Does Moises appear to be comfortable or motivated in using 
English? How does he work with or rely on his peers as a source of knowledge or 
motivation? 
 

3. REFLECTIONS ON MS. PETERSON’S PEDAGOGICAL PERFORMANCE. 
Provide feedback to Ms. Peterson in terms of her pedagogical performance with 
Moises. In what ways does she meet his content knowledge and academic 
English proficiency needs? In what ways does she fail to meet these needs? Does 
she attempt to go above and beyond “the call of duty” in terms of getting 
additional support for Moises? In what ways does she fail to do even “the basics” 
in terms of accommodating his needs in class? Note: Think about Ms. Segura 
from Freemont High School -- https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/math-
for-newcomers-ousd# -- and what she does to help her students. Does Ms. 
Peterson demonstrate even these basic adaptations of her instruction?) 
 

4. RECOMMENDED COURSE OF ACTION: What strategies, skills, methods, or 
areas of knowledge should Ms. Peterson implement in her instruction and work 
with Moises in order to help him successfully acquire the academic English skills 
he needs to demonstrate his mathematics knowledge and participate in class. 
Provide 2-3 concrete pedagogical strategies Ms. Peterson could adopt in her 
instruction with Moises that will specifically enable him to meet the demands of 
the upcoming test. We will talk about a few strategies in class, but honestly, 
some of the best strategies come from the creative (and desperate) spaces in a 
teacher’s brain. There are not right / wrong answers here; simply answers that are 
better or less supported by evidence and /or experience. Note: Keep in mind what 
kinds of demands are required of a math test – the ability to read directions, the 
ability to read the answer choices when they include both words and numbers. 

 

PS:  In assessing this assignment, I will be looking to see "how well" you address the 4 
points above and whether or not you support your statements with actual data from the 
video or theoretical ideas from the Diaz-Rico textbook. 

PSS: Note: You will probably need to watch the video 2-3 more times as you work on 
the task below. 
 
PSS:  You can work as an individual, a pair, a group of no more than three individuals to 
complete HSA #1. However, each student must submit their on copy of this assignment 
to Blackboard. Be sure to include at the top of your paper the names of the individuals 
with whom you worked to complete this assignment. 
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