
CLASSICS 148: RUBRIC FOR FINAL PAPER 
 

Full Credit Partial Credit No Credit 

Argument (50%): 
 

*The paper begins with a clear 

and decisive thesis statement; 

 

*The paper comprehensively 

answers the question from the 

original prompt; 

 

*The paper builds a coherent 

argument based closely on 

textual evidence; 

 

Evidence (20%):  
 

*The paper contains two to 

four pieces of relevant textual 

evidence which complement or 

contrast with each other; 

 

*The paper properly cites the 

text; 

 

 

Style (30%): 
 

*The paper is 3-3.5 pages in 

length and follows the 

formatting guidelines 

provided; 

 

*The paper adequately 

addresses the instructor’s 

previous comments; 

 

*The paper is coherently 

organized according to its 

argument (thesis, introduction, 

evidence and argument, 

conclusion); 

 

*The paper is adequately 

proofread for spelling and 

grammar. 

Argument: 
 

*The paper does not make its 

thesis statement clear; 

 

*The paper partially answers 

the original question, or 

provides an incomplete 

discussion of the evidence; 

 

 

 

 

Evidence: 
 

*The paper contains partial or 

irrelevant textual evidence; 

 

*The paper improperly cites 

the text; 

 

 

 

 

Style: 
 

*The paper is 2-2.5 pages in 

length or does not follow the 

formatting guidelines 

provided; 

 

*The paper only partially 

addresses the instructor’s 

previous comments; 

 

*The paper contains significant 

errors in spelling and grammar. 

 

Argument: 
 

*The paper does not contain a 

thesis statement; 

 

*The paper does not answer 

the original question; 

 

*The paper makes broad 

generalizations which are not 

based on textual evidence; 

 

 

Evidence: 
 

*The paper contains no textual 

evidence, or does not cite the 

text if evidence is provided; 

 

*The paper contains an 

overwhelming amount of plot 

summary (i.e. the paper reads 

like a book report); 

 

Style: 
 

*The paper is less than 2 

pages; 

 

*The paper does not address 

the instructor’s previous 

comments, and the student has 

made no attempt at 

improvement; 

 

*The paper lacks organization 

entirely; 

 

*The paper is unreadable due 

to errors in spelling and 

grammar. 

 

 


