
 Novice (0-55%) Competent (56-80%) Proficient (81-100%) 
Topic/Thesis 
20% 

Annotations do not 
include reference to 
the topic and/or thesis 
of works mentioned or 
are unclear or 
ineffective in doing so. 

Annotations describe 
the topic and/or thesis 
of works mentioned 
but descriptions may 
be vague or unclear. 

Annotations clearly and 
succinctly describe the 
topic and/or thesis of 
works mentioned. 

Evidence/Content 
35% 

Annotations lack 
discussion of evidence 
contained in the 
sources. 

Annotations describe 
evidence discussed in 
the sources but may 
not do so clearly or 
effectively. 

Annotations clearly 
describe the evidence 
contained in the 
sources that would 
useful to the proposed 
topic/issue. 

Utility 
35% 

Annotations do not 
describe how sources 
contribute to an 
understanding of the 
proposed topic/issue 
or attempt to do so in 
an unclear or 
ineffective manner. 

Annotations offer some 
discussion of how 
sources contribute to 
an understanding of 
the proposed 
topic/issue but may 
lack specific detail or 
direct connections. 

Annotations clearly and 
directly describe how 
sources contribute to 
an understanding of 
the proposed 
topic/issue. 

Citation  
10% 

Citations improperly 
formatted and have 
significant errors. 

Citations mostly 
formatted correctly, 
some may have minor 
errors. 

Citations formatted 
correctly and are free 
of errors. 

 


