
This presentation will do three things … 

1. What are the parts of a curriculum map? 
2. Why is a curriculum map useful? 
3. How can the CTE help? 



Policy, procedure, and reporting 
• Provost’s office website: assessment.ku.edu/faculty-assessment-resources 
• Gina Wyant, Director of University Assessment, gina.wyant@ku.edu 

Examples, resources, workshops, consultation
• CTE website: cte.ku.edu/assessment-student-learning
• Joshua Potter, Associate Director for Student Learning and Analytics, 

joshuadpotter@ku.edu 
• Drew Vartia, Documenting Learning Specialist, vartia@ku.edu 



February 2023

• A curriculum map that depicts how the outcomes are distributed 
across courses in your four-year degree plan

• An assessment plan that specifies methods and responsibilities 

NB: you cannot work on a curriculum map without learning 
outcomes and levels; your work on assessment plans is made easier 
with a curriculum map in-hand.



https://www.tru.ca/__shared/assets/examples_of_learning_outcomes_good_and_bad32629.pdf



Adapted from
https://www.montana.edu/provost/documents/assessment/002%20Developing%20Program%20Learning%20Outcomes.pdf

Beginning
(Introduced)

Intermediate
(Reinforced)

Advanced
(Demonstrated)

What are “levels” of learning? 



What is a curriculum map?

https://champlain.instructure.com/courses/200147/pages/curriculum-mapping



What is a curriculum map?

Outcomes

https://champlain.instructure.com/courses/200147/pages/curriculum-mapping



What is a curriculum map?

Levels of 
Learning

https://champlain.instructure.com/courses/200147/pages/curriculum-mapping



What is a curriculum map?

All outcomes 
appearing in 
a course

https://champlain.instructure.com/courses/200147/pages/curriculum-mapping



What is a curriculum map?

All courses 
including 
that outcome

https://champlain.instructure.com/courses/200147/pages/curriculum-mapping



What is a curriculum map?

As needed, 
additional 
info for the 
department

https://champlain.instructure.com/courses/200147/pages/curriculum-mapping



https://wabashcenter.typepad.com/wabash_center_deans_blog/2013/11/a-tool-for-curriculum-integration-and-assessment-curriculum-maps.html



https://cte.tamu.edu/Program-ReDesign/Curriculum-Mapping



Research Skills in Music Therapy
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1. Define a topic of appropriate scope and significance 
in the discipline.

2. Pose a clear, arguable, significant research question 
at the outset.

3. Read texts and data closely and critically.

4. Develop a clear, arguable, and significant argument 
or hypothesis.

5. Employ a primary and secondary evidence (texts 
and/or data) as support for the argument or findings.

6. Analyze texts and data in ways consistent with 
a recognized and articulated theory/approach.

7. Show awareness of a disciplinary audience, the 
critical context, and rhetorical purpose.

8. Explain the significance of your argument or 
findings.

9. Acknowledge and respond to significant 
counterarguments or limitations of the research.
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What can you do with a curriculum map?

• Examine coverage: eliminate redundancies and shore up gaps.

• Double-check the “scaffold” you’re using (or not using) to guide 
students toward mastery of an outcome. 

• Identify appropriate assessment methods and course targets. 

• Consider how to staff your course offerings and represent the 
curriculum intelligibly to students.



Outcome
1

Outcome
2

Outcome
3

Outcome
4

ABC 150

ABC 175

ABC 230

ABC 310

ABC 430

ABC 560

Levels of 
Learning

Introductory

Intermediate

Advanced

Let’s assume that students are required to take 
these courses sequentially.



Outcome
1

Outcome
2

Outcome
3

Outcome
4

ABC 150

ABC 175

ABC 230

ABC 310

ABC 430

ABC 560

Levels of 
Learning

Introductory

Intermediate

Advanced

Let’s assume that students are required to take 
these courses sequentially.

Students are 
drinking from a 
firehose on this 
outcome.



Outcome
1

Outcome
2

Outcome
3

Outcome
4

ABC 150

ABC 175

ABC 230

ABC 310

ABC 430

ABC 560

Levels of 
Learning

Introductory

Intermediate

Advanced

Let’s assume that students are required to take 
these courses sequentially.

Whither the 
instruction?



Outcome
1

Outcome
2

Outcome
3

Outcome
4

ABC 150

ABC 175

ABC 230

ABC 310

ABC 430

ABC 560

Levels of 
Learning

Introductory

Intermediate

Advanced

Let’s assume that students are required to take 
these courses sequentially.

Outcome 3 is 
over-saturated.



Outcome
1

Outcome
2

Outcome
3

Outcome
4

ABC 150

ABC 175

ABC 230

ABC 310

ABC 430

ABC 560

Levels of 
Learning

Introductory

Intermediate

Advanced

Let’s assume that students are required to take 
these courses sequentially.

This outcome is 
well-scaffolded 
across the 
curriculum.



Outcome
1

Outcome
2

Outcome
3

Outcome
4

ABC 150

ABC 175

ABC 230

ABC 310

ABC 430

ABC 560

Levels of 
Learning

Introductory

Intermediate

Advanced

Let’s assume that students are required to take 
these courses sequentially.

ABC 230 is doing a 
lot of heavy lifting.

ABC 175 is … not.



Outcome
1

Outcome
2

Outcome
3

Outcome
4

ABC 150

ABC 175

ABC 230

ABC 310

ABC 430

ABC 560

Levels of 
Learning

Introductory

Intermediate

Advanced

Let’s assume that students are required to take 
these courses sequentially.

Great opportunity for 
“upstream” and 
“downstream” 
colleagues to work 
together on Outcome 3.



Outcome
1

Outcome
2

Outcome
3

Outcome
4

ABC 150

ABC 175

ABC 230

ABC 310

ABC 430

ABC 560

Levels of 
Learning

Introductory

Intermediate

Advanced

Let’s assume that students are required to take 
these courses sequentially.

Formative 
assessment

Summative 
assessment



Outcome
1

Outcome
2

Outcome
3

Outcome
4

ABC 150

ABC 175

ABC 230

ABC 310

ABC 430

ABC 560

Levels of 
Learning

Introductory

Intermediate

Advanced

Let’s assume that students are required to take 
these courses sequentially.

Opportunity to 
track students’ 
development 
over time.



Excel sheets accessible at assessment.ku.edu > Degree-Level Assessment

Each sheet is pre-populated with your outcomes from last year.



Policy, procedure, and reporting 
• Provost’s office website: assessment.ku.edu/faculty-assessment-resources 
• Gina Wyant, Director of University Assessment, gina.wyant@ku.edu 

Examples, resources, workshops, consultation
• CTE website: cte.ku.edu/assessment-student-learning
• Joshua Potter, Associate Director for Student Learning and Analytics, 

joshuadpotter@ku.edu 
• Drew Vartia, Documenting Learning Specialist, vartia@ku.edu 
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