Kansas Landscapes Projects
Ali Brox, Environmental Studies Program

BACKGROUND
• Third course in a three-course sequence where students
are introduced to interdisciplinary ways of thinking
about landscapes.
• Students are first-year international students who are part
of the Academic Accelerator Program.
• Class capped at 20 students and meets once a week.
• Structured around team research projects.
• Students practice primary research skills individually and
with classmates, and then apply those skills to their
team's research topic and questions.
• Team projects focus on a campus landscape issue.
• Types of primary research include: archival research,
surveys and interviews, and observation/field notes.
• Students present their research orally and produce a
poster.

THE CHALLENGE
• Students are having trouble with the level of analysis
necessary for the background and University Archive
sections of their final posters.
• Students are English-language learners and researching,
understanding, and then writing about the history of
their landscape topic and how it has changed over time
proves challenging from content and language levels.

THE GOALS
• Improve students’ abilities to interpret the history of
their project’s issue on campus and compare that history
to the current status of the issue on KU campus.
• Encourage collaboration instead of divide and conquer
to aid critical thinking about research.

STUDENT WORK
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• From spring 2016 to fall 2016, after the course changes, the poster score range tightens, the lowest scores are higher, the highest
scores are higher, and there are more high scores.
• I taught one section in spring 2016 and three sections in fall 2016, and the average poster scores in the fall accounting for all three
sections are higher, including the scores from the fall section that was offered on the same day as the spring section (Wednesday).
• The average poster scores for individual sections from spring 2016 to fall 2016 indicate course days/times may affect student
learning.

COURSE CHANGE
• Annotated bibliography assignment
• Scaffold assignments for the background and
analysis sections of the poster
• Mixture of individual and team assignments
• Students have multiple opportunities to
practice research skills individually and in
collaboration with teammates
• Multiple opportunities for feedback and evaluation
• Detailed final poster rubric
• Connect to goals of progressive assignments

REFLECTIONS
• An increase in average poster scores after the course
changes indicates that a series of structured assignments
tied directly to the final poster rubric help Englishlanguage learners practice and develop analysis and
critical thinking skills.
• For future iterations of the course, I plan to develop a
detailed rubric for the annotated bibliography
assignment, which is one of the series of structured
assignments in the original course change.
• For both students and instructors, it might be best not to
offer EVRN 172 at 4:00 p.m. on Fridays.

