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Background
Course Focus: ARCH 109: Architectural Foundations II
ARCH 109 is a continuation of ARCH 108 with a major emphasis on the design
relationships among people, architectural space, and the environment. The course is
based on a series of exercises leading to the understanding of architectural
enclosure as mediating between people and the outside world. Issues of scale, light,
proportion, rhythm, sequence, threshold, and enclosure are introduced in relation to
the human body, as well as in relation to architectural form and environment. In this
course, students engage in freehand drawing, perspective projection, model
building, and basic computer graphics.
Foundations Studios, ARCH 108 & 109, are the groundwork for students in the Masters
of Architecture and BS in Interior Architecture programs. These studios are required
courses in the studio sequence for the School of Architecture and Design.
Collectively, there are nine to ten of the Foundations Studios per semester typically
with a range of students, 15-19. Currently, all of the Foundations Studios are taught by
adjunct faculty and coordinated by Anne Patterson.

Issues to address
The architecture profession in the US has consisted largely of white males. Only 18% of
licensed architects are women and only 9% of licensed architects identify as racial or
ethnic minorities. Only 2% are African-American, and African-American women are
just .2% of that total, based on information from the National Organization of Minority
Architects (NOMA). As a female licensed architect, I am aware of some of the
challenges in incorporating diversity, equity and inclusion in the architecture
program, but there is much more to overcome especially in regard to race and
ethnic minorities.
From the CTE Faculty Seminar, one of my
goals for this course is to find ways to better
connect with and encourage students to
remain in the program. I have noticed that
the studio class is not inclusive to all students,
and I struggle to find ways to make changes.
I think that the lack of diversity in the
professional realm of architecture creates
feelings of isolation for some students when
they try to find role models.
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Implementation
My key goal is to create a more inclusive and diverse database of architects for the
students to access for their “Viewfinder” assignment. Admission to the Master of
Architecture (M.Arch.) program leads to a degree that is fully accredited by the
National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB) and meets the certification
requirements of the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB).
As part of an accredited degree, Arch 109 course addresses the following NAAB
student performance criteria (SPC) regarding precedence:
A.6 Use of Precedents: Ability to examine and comprehend the fundamental principles present in relevant
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Viewfinder assignment:
• Satisfies the requirements of the NAAB SPC for A.6 Use of Precedents.
• Requires students to utilize floor plan, section, and elevation drawings of their
chosen architect as well as interior photos of the spaces.
• The necessary documentation of “famous” architects (mostly white, western
males) is extensive, and typically these types of drawings and photos are easy
to find in a simple online search. Unfortunately, the online accessibility of these
documents for female, Black, Indigenous, and POC architects is limited.
• Potential problem: If a student selects an architect from such a list, they might
be unable to find enough information to complete the Viewfinder assignment.
My intension in creating this database is to collaborate with the Architectural
Resource Center at Hatch Reading Room and create an accessible catalog of
information necessary to complete the Viewfinder assignment.

Reflections
Arch 109 is only taught in the spring semester, so the information I learned through
the Fall 2020 CTE Faculty Seminar will be implemented in Spring 2022. Some of the
components of the seminar that I found very helpful were the readings, videos,
and websites. I greatly appreciated the opportunity to connect with the other
educators during the small group sessions. With so much content moving to
asynchronous, online format, having some live Zoom sessions was connective and
reinvigorating for me. The seminar organized us into groups with similar disciplines,
so we could find overlaps and share ideas.
As I move forward to implement information and learning from the CTE Faculty
Seminar, I am working to learn more and increase my awareness of inclusive
options. I am also concerned with the larger picture of the lack of inclusion in the
profession of architecture. This is an enormous obstacle, and I want to continue to
develop awareness of this issue and find ways in which I can contribute more
inclusive resolutions.
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